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The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) provisionally estimates a UK wheat
harvest of 16.28 million tonnes, compared with 13.55 million tonnes in 2018 (+20.1%).
Current AHDB cereal quality survey figures indicate that 2019 UK wheat quality is worse than 2018
in terms of specific weight and HFN. Protein is reported as slightly higher, although this is not
supported by industry quality monitoring. Additionally, protein quality is worse than 2018, with a
weaker gluten, which may have an implication for the strength of breadmaking flours.
There is a variability to 2019 harvest quality, with milling wheat grown in the north of England and
Scotland particularly affected by rainfall at harvest - this is reflected in the premium spread, with
larger premiums seen in the north of England versus the south.
The strong supply of UK wheat against a backdrop of ample global production has expectedly
weighed on UK prices. Brexit uncertainty is also having an impact, as growers are rushing to sell
wheat before the potential import tariffs of a no-deal Brexit apply to UK cereals destined for EU
member states.

World supply and demand
Globally, there appears to be an ample supply of wheat for the 2019/20 season. The USDA estimates
production at 765.23Mt, up 4.75% on 2018/19 at 730.50Mt. This production figure had been revised
down in recent months, owing to poor conditions in Kazakhstan and dry weather in Australia, two large
exporters. Wet and snowy weather conditions have delayed the wheat harvest in Canada and the US,
adversely affecting the quality of a significant proportion of high-quality spring wheats. This may affect
the supply of the North American wheat that meet UK millers’ quality requirements.
European wheat supply has rebounded after a poor 2018/19 season, with high production in France and
an increase in German production. Reported quality for these countries, which constitute the majority
of UK miller imports of European wheat, has been good. The UK government has announced that in the
event of a no-deal Brexit, import tariffs will not apply to European wheat or the high-quality wheat from
Canada and the US. As such, it is unlikely that a no-deal Brexit will hinder access to these imported
wheats.
UK quality
The UK harvest started with dry, sunny conditions, but rainfall in early August delayed progress. For
much of the south and midlands, the rainfall was patchy and inconsistent, but steady August rainfall
caused significant delays to harvest in the north of England and in Scotland. This has affected overall UK
quality, with specific weight and Hagberg Falling Number (HFN) down on 2018 levels. The 2019 AHDB
cereals quality survey indicates that protein levels are up slightly on 2018, however, this is not confirmed
by industry quality monitoring, which instead indicates that nabim Group 1 and Group 2 wheats are on
average 0.1% lower protein than in 2018. In addition to the decline in protein quantity, the gluten quality
is weaker, which will have an impact on the strength of breadmaking flours with a high UK inclusion,
unless gluten is added or a higher proportion of high protein imported wheat is used.
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The rainfall in Scotland and the north of England has had a significant impact on quality, with HFNs
particularly affected, limiting the supply of quality breadmaking and soft/biscuit wheats. The poorer
quality of later harvested samples is yet to be fully reflected in the AHDB survey, which has only released
the second set of provisional data, with a total of 4,122 Group 1 samples, compared with the 7,893
Group 1 samples included in the final release of the 2018 survey.

UK supply
Combining production data with planting survey and quality data allows a rough estimate of the size of
the crop that will meet the high and medium breadmaking specifications. These figures indicate that
there should be good availability of breadmaking wheat meeting the full specification1, as well as Group
1 and 2 wheats reaching a moderate quality level2. It is expected, however, that the final results of the
cereal quality survey will show lower pass rates, which will reduce the estimated supply of quality
wheat.
Production (M tonnes)
% of plantings in Group 1
Max availability of Group 1 wheat (M tonnes)
% of Group 1 meeting full specification
Availability of full specification1 Gp 1 (M tonnes)
% plantings in Group 1 and 2 combined
Max availability of Group 1 and 2 combined (M tonnes)
% of Groups 1 and 2 meeting medium spec (M tonnes)
Availability of moderate specification2 Group 1 and 2 wheat (M tonnes)

2017/18
14.84
27%
4.01
24%
0.96

2018/19
13.56
25%
3.39
43%
1.46

2019/20 (e)
16.28
26%
4.23
45%
1.91

40%
5.94
53%
3.15

38%
5.15
57%
2.94

36%
5.86
65%
3.81

1. Ful l s peci fi ca tion: 76.0kg/hl , 250s HFN, 13.0% protei n
2. Modera te s peci fi ca tion: 74.0kg/hl , 180s HFN, 12.5% protei n

UK market
The large UK wheat harvest looks set to deliver an exportable surplus for the 2019/20 season, which has
weighed on UK prices, with delivered breadmaking wheat prices (North West - 10 October 2019 for
same month delivery) at £165.50/tonne, £32.00 per tonne lower (-19.3%) than the same point last year.
Co-product values have also fallen in parallel.
Concerns over regional quality and availability have manifested in the Group 1 premium spread, with
millers having to pay a £12-13/t higher premium breadmaking in the north of England compared to the
south. This reflects the cost of hauling grain from longer distances to end users in the north.
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The market has also been affected by political uncertainty surrounding the potential exit of the UK from
the EU without a deal on the 31st October. Under this scenario, UK exports to EU destinations (where
typically 90% of UK wheat exports end up) would be subject to a tariff-rate quota of €12/tonne or an
import tariff of €93/tonne. This deadline has encouraged early season export volumes and consequently
grain prices have been pressured to remain export competitive. Exaggerated movement of the value of
sterling over the Brexit period continues to be a key driver of the competitiveness of UK exports.
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